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SECTION III -
METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL
AREAS
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# Place of 250,000 or more inhabitants
+ Place of 100,000 to 249,000 inhabitants
^ Place of 50,000 to 99,000 inhabitants
* Place of 25,000 to 49,000 inhabitants
· MSA central city of fewer than 25,000 inhabitants

State capital underlined
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Metropolitan Statistical Areas

An area qualifies for recognition as an MSA in one of two ways:  (1) if it includes a city of at least 50,000
population, or (2) if it includes an urbanized area of at least 50,000 population with a total metropolitan population of at
least 100,000.  In addition to the county containing the main city or urbanized area, an MSA may include additional
counties having strong economic and social ties to the central county. Two of the MSAs overlap with Iowa and Missouri.
Areas outside of Illinois that are included in an MSA are not represented in the statistics presented here.  In some cases,
the percentages may not equal 100 due to rounding. MSAs are defined by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.

MSA Summary
The MSA summary includes MSA Large Municipalities, MSA Small Municipalities and Rural Areas Inside MSAs.

The inhabitants of the large and small municipalities and rural areas that comprise the state’s MSAs account for 84.9
percent of the state population.  The total MSA index crimes account for 89.7 percent of the Illinois Crime Index.

• Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census

Crime Index Offense/Crime Rate Comparison 2000/1999
Total MSAs

MSA Large Municipalities Summary
Large municipalities within an MSA have more than 50,000 people and exhibit characteristics of a major metropolitan

center.

The inhabitants of the large municipalities represent 39.7 percent of the state’s population and 46.7 percent of the
MSAs’ population.  The large municipalities account for 57.3 percent of the Illinois index crimes and 63.9 percent of the
total MSA index crimes.

Crime Index Offense/Crime Rate Comparison 2000/1999
Large Municipalities in MSAs

*Rate per 100,000 is in parenthesis

*Rate per 100,000 is in parenthesis
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Crime Index Offense/Crime Rate Comparison 2000/1999
Small Municipalities in MSAs

Crime Index Offense/Crime Rate Comparison 2000/1999
Rural Areas Inside MSAs

MSA Small Municipalities Summary
Small municipalities are suburban areas within an MSA with a population of 50,000 or less.

The inhabitants of small municipalities represent 34.9 percent of the state’s population and 41.1 percent of the
MSAs’ population.  Small municipalities account for 28.0 percent of the Illinois index crimes and 31.2 percent of the
total MSA index crimes.

Rural Areas Inside MSAs (Sheriffs’ Offices)
The rural areas in this section are comprised of the unincorporated population of the counties that are in MSAs.  For

I-UCR purposes, these rural areas are comprised of the sheriff’s jurisdiction within an MSA.

The inhabitants of the rural areas within an MSA represent 10.3 percent of the state’s population and 12.1 percent
of the MSAs’ population.  They account for 4.4 percent of the Illinois index crimes and 4.9 percent of the total MSA
index crimes.

*Rate per 100,000 is in parenthesis

*Rate per 100,000 is in parenthesis



159

Rural Areas Outside MSAs (Sheriffs’ Offices)
The rural areas in this section are comprised of the unincorporated population of the counties outside the MSAs.

For I-UCR purposes, these rural areas are comprised of the sheriff’s jurisdiction outside the MSA.

The inhabitants of the rural areas outside MSAs represent 7.0 percent of the state’s population.  They account for
2.3 percent of the Illinois index crimes.

Other Cities Summary
Other cities are urban places outside the MSAs.  For I-UCR purposes, these are cities and towns outside the MSAs

and surrounded by rural areas that are not under the jurisdiction of the county sheriffs’ offices.

The inhabitants of other cities account for 8.2 percent of the state’s population.  Other cities account for 7.2 percent
of the Illinois index crimes.

Crime Index Offense/Crime Rate Comparison 2000/1999
Rural Areas Outside MSAs

Crime Index Offense/Crime Rate Comparison 2000/1999
Other Cities
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*Rate per 100,000 is in parenthesis

*Rate per 100,000 is in parenthesis
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